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TAGS: PINT, EC 

SUBJ: ANOTHER DEMOCRATIC RESTORATION FRONT SPOKESMAN ARRESTED 
REE: QUITO 3438 

1. THE DEMOCRATIC RESTORATION FRONT'S "DIRECTOR DE TURNO", 
CHRISTIAN SOCIALIST FRANCISCO SANCHEZ ORELLANA, WAS TAKEN 
INTO CUSTODY JULY 9 ON ORDERS OF MINISTER OE GOVERNMENT 
POVEDA. FAMILY MEMBERS WHO BELATEDLY REPORTED THIS TO THE 
LOCAL PRESS INDICATE THAT HE IS BEING HELD IN QUITO'S 
GARCIA MORENO PRISON. 

2. SANCHEZ'S TROUBLES UNDOUBTEDLY ARISE OUT OF HIS JULY 7 
RELEASE, IN THE ERENTE'S NAME, OF A PUBLIC STATEMENT TAKING 
ISSUE WITH REMARKS BY POVEDA MADE THREE DAYS PREVIOUSLY AT 
A POLICE ACADEMY GRADUATION. PO VEDA'S SPEECH, AS REPORTED 
BY THE PRESS, WAS SOMETHING OE APOTBOILER, DEFENDING THE 
GOALS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE REGIME IN FAMILIAR AND 
EXAGGERATED TERMS TO AN IN-HOUSE AUDIENCE. AT ONE POINT, 
HOWEVER, POVEDA TOOK DEAD AIM AT "CERTAIN" OE THE 
COUNTRY'S SURVIVING CIVILIAN POLITICANS, CALLING THEM 
SUBVERSIVE CONSPIRATORS AND SELF-SEEKING PURVEYORS OF 
DEMAGOGY CULLED EROM AN "IDEOLOGICAL CEMENTERY". HE 
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CLOSED WITH A WARNING THAT THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT WOULD 
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TOLERATE NO PUBLIC STATEMENTS INTEREERING WITH ITS 
"CREATIVE ACTION" OR "INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURE" AND, IN 
EEEECT, WOULD SIMPLY NOT TOLERATE CRITICISM EROM THE 
EORCES OE "HIDDEN INTERESTS" AND "POLITICAL PILLAGE". 

3. THIS WAS APPARENTLY TOO TEMPTING A CHALLENGE FOR 
THE ERENTE TO RESIST, AND THE STATEMENT BY SANCHEZ 
CONTAINED A NUMBER OE SIMILARLY CLOSE-TO-THE-BONE 
SLASHES - NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH WAS A REMINDER THAT 
THEN-ARMY COMMANDER RODRIGUEZ LARA HAD PLEDGED THE 
MILITARY'S UNCONDITIONAL LOYALTY TO PRESIDENT VELASCO 
SCARCELY SIX WEEKS BEEORE HIS OVERTHROW. THE HIGH 
POINT OF SANCHEZ'S STATEMENT WAS A DEMAND THAT POVEDA 
CLARIEY "WHETHER OR NOT THERE IS EREEDOM FOR POLITICAL 
PARTIES AND GROUPS TO CARRY OUT THEIR ACTIVITIES". HE 

WILL PROBABLY HAVE THE NEXT MONTH OR TWO TO CONTEMPLATE 
POVEDA'S REPLY. 

4. AS NOTED, PREVIOUSLY (REETEL), RUNNING THROUGH 
"DIRECTORES DE TURNO " HAS BEEN THE CHIEE ACCOMPLISHMENT 
AND PRIME ATTENTION-GETTER OE THE ERENTE DURING ITS 
YEAR OE EXISTANCE. THESE RELATIVELY BRIEF CONFINEMENTS 
MAY SOME DAY SERVE THEIR BENEEICIARIES AS A BADGE OE 
HONOR IN EUTURE POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS, BUT THEY DO NOT 
SEEM TO BE PAYING ANY NOTICEABLE PRESENT RETURNS. 

5. ALSO OE INTEREST WAS A STATEMENT BY EORMER PRESIDENT 
CAMILO PONCE, WHO HAS IN RECENT YEARS USED THE CHRISTIAN 
SOCIALIST GROUP AS A VEHICLE EOR HIS OWN CONTINUING 
POLITICAL AMBITIONS. INTERVIEWED BY PHONE, HE MADE A 
BRIEF AND SUBDUED PRESS STATEMENT DEPLORING THE ARREST 
AS A VIOLATION OE THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS CHARTER AND 
ECUADOR'S OWN CONSTITUTION. IT WAS A CAREEUL AND 
UNDRAMATIC PEREORMANCE, BUT NOTABLE AS ONE OE THE EEW 
INSTANCES IN WHICH A EORMER POLITICIAL LUMINARY HAS 
SPOKEN OUT IN OPPOSITION TO THE GOE S ACTIONS. 

6. THE EINAL WORD, HOWEVER, APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN 
SPOKEN BY THE PRESIDENT HIMSELE. QUERIED BY A VISITING 
MEXICAN JOURNALIST AS TO WHETHER THERE WOULD BE ELECTIONS, 
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IN VIEW OE THE DE FACTO CHARACTER OF THE PRESENT GOE, 
RODRIGUEZ GAVE AN EMPHATIC NO. HE REMINDED THAT "WE 
HAVE A EIVE-YEAR PLAN TO FULFILL", NOTED THAT PREVIOUS 
SUGGESTIONS EOR LOCAL ELECTIONS HAD BEEN "DISCARDED" 

BY THE GOE, AND DECLARED THAT THE TENURE OE THE REGIME 
"IS NOT PRESENTLY AN OPEN QUESTION ASKED ABOUT THE 
ARREST OE SANCHEZ, RODRIGUEZ SAID SANCHEZ WAS BEING 
DETAINED UNTIL HE COULD PROVE THE STATEMENTS REGARDING 
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VELASCO (PARA 3) ASCRIBED TO HIMSELE. 

7. MORAL: WHEN YOU DON'T CARRY A BIG STICK, SPEAK 
SOFTLY - OR, BETTER STILL, NOT AT ALL. 

BREWSTER 
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